

11

ON MISSION AND IN STEP WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER:
EXODUS 17:1-7
SUNDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER 2012
2ND STREET COMMUNITY CHURCH
GREGG LAMM | LEAD PASTOR-TEACHER
www.2ndstreet.og	


It’s so good to gather with you and worship with you this morning.  Our time together last Sunday at the GFU amphitheater was great – thanks to all of you who helped with all the logistics needed to make that annual outdoor worship gathering happen.  Shelly, and Joel and Ron and all the worship band participants – most appreciated.

This morning we’re looking into EXODUS 17:1-7.  Have you ever argued with God?  If you have, more than likely it was about God having one plan and you having another plan … or about God’s timing being different than yours.  These seem to be the two most common arguments we get into with God.

But God doesn’t call us to come into relationship with Him and then still be in control of our lives.  Like Reed Allen and Tim and Mark Almquist taught two Sundays ago now, coming into relationship with God is about SURRENDERING our wills to God’s will … and it’s about turning over control of our lives to the God of the universe, Who on one hand is distant, powerful, and different from us, and Who on the other hand is close, gentle, and intimately acquainted with us, and with what we need, and with what we long for, and with how we need to be healed and transformed.  I bet you’ve experienced this dichotomy of Who God is in your own life with Him.

ILLUSTRATION … My niece and nephew Alicia and Garrett are the two oldest of children of my next younger brother Scott and his wife Rochelle who live in Boise, Idaho.  My dad and mom, Don and Nancy lived nearby, in Nampa, Idaho, and Alicia, Garrett, and eventually their younger sister Alexa spent a lot of time with them.

One time when Alicia was about 5 and Garrett was about 3, they were over at my folks’ house, and Alicia had turned the living room into a little sanctuary, where they were holding a church service.  She and Garrett were the only people in attendance, but they’d set up little chairs with Teddy Bears and other stuffed toys.

Alicia was up front, calling out for song requests, looking around the room like some of the stuffed toys were actually going to answer.  But it would always just be Garrett who made requests, and then they’d turn to the page number in their hymnals and stumble through a verse or two, usually making up the tune as they went along.

When the worship singing part of their church service was finished, Alicia took out her Bible, read a verse or two, said a few things, and then asked Garrett, “Have you ever asked Jesus Christ into your heart?”  To which he timidly replied, “I think so.”  And then Alicia yelled back, “Well do it again!”

I’ve always loved that story – and what I love about it is that in many ways, it’s been the story of my relationship with God.  Growing up I always knew that I LOVED GOD.  I loved to worship and to sing.  The part that I couldn’t quite get my heart and mind around was the truth that GOD LOVED ME and that God longed for me to get my relationship with Him right.  The truth that God actually knew me AND STILL WANTED to be in relationship with me blew my mind.  And as I’ve moved closer to God through the years, I’ve always focused on the truth of EPHESIANS 2:8-9 about the fact that my SURRENDER is the only thing I have to do make this love relationship with God real …

EPHESIANS 2:8-9 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

One day, as I was reading these verses again – you know, just to remind me that it’s all about God and not about me – and that SURRENDERING to God’s will is what I need to do over and over and over again … “DO IT AGAIN!” … I went further in the passage and read v. 10, and it filled out the picture in a way I’d never understood before.

EPHESIANS 2:10 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Are you doing these “good works” God has ready for you to do?  When God says, “Do it again” referring to whatever He’s asking you to do with Him and for Him, do you jump out of fear, or do you respond in joy out of the life of trust you’ve entered into with Him and are living out with Him?  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 1

God knows us, loves us, and invites us to know and love Him.  Our SURRENDER to God begins our life of relationship, fellowship, and transformation with Him.

As we study this story this morning, we’re going to be confronted with some valuable spiritual truths about listening to and obeying God’s instruction in our lives …and what it means for us to live out God’s will, God’s way.  Please take out your Bibles and turn with me to EXODUS 17 …

EXODUS 17:1-2 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

1 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the Wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.
2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”  And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?  Why do you test the LORD?”

The Hebrew word Rephidim means, “resting places”.  And so it’s here in this resting place that the people came to Moses once again with grumbling, complaining, and murmuring.  It’s starting to sound like a habit, right?  It’s important to notice in v. 1 that the Israelites were obeying the commandments of the LORD.  They were doing what God had told them to do.  They’d been experiencing God’s provision in the Wilderness of Sin, as God brought them quail each night and manna each morning.

Imagine having a visible reminder every morning that God is the source of all your STRENGTH, the source of all your PURPOSE, and the source of all your IDENTITY.  Well this is what happens when we take the time to read and dig into God’s precious Word, God’s manna for us each day.  As we take God’s Word in, and soak in it, and rest in it, and obey it, we’re reminded that God is God and we’re not, and that …

JOHN 15:5; PHILIPPIANS 4:13 [PARAPHRASE]

5 Apart from Jesus Christ, we can do nothing.  But that 13 through Jesus Christ, with Him as our strength, we can do all things.

Friends, imagine having a visible reminder every evening that God is the source of all the FREEDOM you have, of all the HOPE you have, of all the FAITH you have?  When we come to God at the end of our days, and when we thank Him for walking with us through the day, we won’t be plucking quail out of the sky like the Israelites started doing out in the Wilderness of Sin, but we’ll be reminded of God’s provision in our lives, we’ll be reminded of the importance of giving God credit for what He’s done and is doing instead of trying to take the credit ourselves, or giving credit to someone or something else, and we’ll begin moving into the places of contentment and gratitude God longs for us to live.  Back to EXODUS 17:1 …

Even when we do exactly what God commands us to do, there will still be chapters in our lives where we lack what we need, where we don’t receive what we’ve prayed for, and where we fall short of what we’re believing God for.  And this brings us to our SECOND FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 2

We can live smack dab in the center of God’s will, and still experience a whole mound of problems and challenges.

Being in the dessert and not having enough water is obviously a big deal.  It wasn’t a PREFERENCE to not have water over having water.  It was an absolute necessity for these 2.5 million people to have water.  Back in EXODUS 16, when the Jews complained about not having the food they wanted, and that life was easier back in Egypt, they were exaggerating and making a big deal out of nothing because they weren’t willing to pay the price to follow God with their whole hearts.

Now that they had a real problem staring them in the face, they had a right to be alarmed … but by murmuring, complaining, and grumbling, they were responding in the flesh instead of in the Spirit.  And through the past 54 years of getting to know myself … and while being a pastor-teacher for 32 years now, something I’ve seen is that the more quarrelsome I am, and the more quarrelsome other people are, the more we’re walking in the flesh instead of in the Spirit.  Here’s what Jesus’ half brother the Apostle James wrote about this in the letter he wrote …

JAMES 4:1-2a [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

1-2a What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you?  Your passions are at war within you?  You desire and do not have …

And the Apostle Paul dealt with these same issues with the church at Corinth in FIRST CORINTHIANS 1:10-11; 3:3.  So the people quarreled with Moses in the flesh instead of seeking the Lord in Spirit.  It’s like what Solomon wrote in PROVERBS 20:3 …

PROVERBS 20:3 [GOOD NEWS TRANSLATION]

3 Any fool can start arguments; the honorable thing is to stay out of them.

The Jews had seen God’s power during the plagues … they’d seen God’s power during the Passover … they’d seen God’s power when God brought them across the Reed Sea on dry land … they’d seen God’s power during His provision of quail each night … and they’d seen God’s power during His provision of manna each morning.  The Jews believed in God’s power, but what they’d failed to see, understand, and come into intimate contact with was God’s character, and because of that, they were reacting to their circumstances in their flesh, instead of depending on God’s character.

WRITE MORE HERE >>>>
Followers of Jesus Christ who are still SPIRITUAL BABIES rely first on God’s power.  But followers of Jesus Christ who are becoming SPIRITUALLY MATURE rely on and press into God’s character.  Let’s grow up in our faith before we grow old!  Let’s joyfully and humbly count on God to come through no matter what our situation.  Let’s put our confidence in God’s character, and not just rely on God’s power.

EXODUS 17:3 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”

When we try to meet physical problems with physical answers, we’re putting the cart before the horse, and when we do this, we often end up living in ACCUSATION AGAINST GOD AND OTHERS instead of in CONVERSATION WITH GOD AND OTHERS.  And if you’ve ever tried to test or tempt God, then I bet you can relate to what the Israelites did here.  We so often ask …

“Is God taking care of me?  I thought the deal I made with God was that I was supposed to trust Him, and then He was supposed to do right by me!”

I’ve asked God those kinds of questions – and I bet you have too.  The difficult times in our lives bring to places where we’re almost forced to ask these kinds of questions.  A job that’s lost.  A marriage that’s over.  The death of a child.  Declining health.  A dashed dream.  A prayer that looks like it’s been ignored or unanswered by God.  Sometimes the evidence can look pretty strong that God isn’t on our side.  And in times like that we’re tempted to ACCUSE God with “child neglect” or of even being against us.

God TELLS and SHOWS US throughout His Word that He sends times like these to raise these very questions, so that we’ll be forced to confront the issue of God’s character … and bringing up these questions is one of the steps in the learning process God wants to take all of us through.  Even when Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, He was confronted by these questions [MATTHEW 4; MARK 1; LUKE 4].

And just like the Israelites struggling to trust God in the midst of their challenges out in the wilderness, Jesus knew in His knower, during His struggle with Satan in the wilderness, that it was God Himself who led Him into the wilderness where He ended up lonely and hungry … and Jesus knew in His knower that God was with Him … and that because of what He knew about God’s character that God would be His provision.

God the Father had proven Himself to Jesus Christ in the PAST.  God the Father had given Jesus Christ great promises about the FUTURE.  And this is why Jesus Christ could look at His PRESENT circumstances and say … 

“God has nothing to prove to Me.  I’m going to trust in Him.  I won’t grumble, murmur, and complain.  I won’t accuse or condemn.  I won’t take My eyes off of God because I know His character and I know that God hasn’t taken His eyes off of me.”

When you and I as followers of Jesus Christ have problems, it can be so much easier to blame someone else, including God, than to think through our problems carefully and spiritually – asking God to help us discern the differences between what appears to be happening, and to wisely discern what is really happening.  In this situation the Children of Israel could have thought, “We’re in a desert, so it's not surprising there isn't much water here.  We’re going to rely on God’s character, and depend on God’s power to meet our needs with His recourses.”  But instead, they blamed Moses, and didn’t do anything to help the problem.




EXODUS 17:4 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

4 So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people?  They are almost ready to stone me.”

Sometimes the best way to lead someone else to the answer isn’t to cram the answer down their throats, but it’s just to model the answer.  Yes, Moses was their leader.  But the fact that there wasn’t any water wasn’t Moses’ fault.  And so Moses cried out to God, and in doing so, he modeled to the people what they should have done in the first place, and that is that it’s never too late to shift course and do the right thing.

Notice Moses doesn’t even mention the need for water here – He simply models to the Jews that prayer is talking with God about what’s going on in our lives in any specific moment … that prayer is laying out the specific details of our loss, our pain, and our circumstances, even though God already knows them … that prayer is being frank with God about what’s looming over us and making us afraid.  And then in EXODUS 17:5-6 God tells Moses how He’s going to provide water for the people …

EXODUS 17:5 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.

Why do you think God told Moses to take some of Israel’s elders with him?  Was this just like taking backup to a fight?  Yes Moses had Aaron and Miriam leading with him, but when it comes to spiritual leadership, God has never been into one-man-shows, or one-woman-shows.  And so I think God didn’t want Moses to lead out of a vacuum.  

Have you ever been on the website www.despair.com?  Very funny stuff, jabbing fun at those motivational posters that were popular in offices in the late 1990s … and not so much now.  Here are two of the posters from this site that I’ve always liked.  One’s called “ACHIEVEMENT” and the other is called “MEETINGS.”  Sarcasm at it’s best.
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I bet the Israelites could relate to this “ACHIEVEMENT” poster.  Seriously.  But while the “MEETINGS” one can be true some of the time, most of the time WE’RE SMARTER TOGETHER, THAN WE ARE APART.  And God knew this, and so He asked Moses to take some of the “Israelite elders” with him, so they could report back to the people what they’d seen.  These people had already been identified as elders and leaders, and so the people trusted their input, word, perspective, decisions, and direction.

And gang, this is why we have elders here at 2nd Street.  I like that our church structure has me as one of the group of elders, but not as the leader of the elders.  The clerk of our elders and I work together and lead together, but I can’t veto decisions, and I’m not the first and the last word on anything like the lead pastor is in many other denominations and flocks.  And I think that that’s a good thing.  BECAUSE NONE OF US IS AS SMART AS ALL OF US, AS WE’RE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT.  

So far in our study of EXODUS we’ve seen God have Moses use his staff to do a variety of different things.

· Twice God turned Moses’ staff into a serpent [EXODUS 4:4; 7:10]
· God used Moses’ staff to turn the waters of Egypt into blood [EXODUS 7:20]
· God used Moses’ staff to bring a plague of hail [EXODUS 9:3]
· God used Moses’ staff to bring the plague of locusts [EXODUS 10:13]
· God used Moses’ staff to divide the Reed Sea [EXODUS 14:16]

And now God is going to use Moses’ staff – or as it’s oftentimes referred to, as THE ROD OF GOD … to bring water out of a rock here at Horeb.  At the Topkapi Palace, in Istanbul, Turkey, they say they have Moses’ original staff … and surprise, surprise, for a small fee, they’ll let you see it.  They say that the Sultan Selim brought it to its final resting place after the Ottomans conquered Egypt in 1517 A.D. 

Why the Egyptians would have wanted Moses’ staff, which God used to bring so much judgment onto them, I’ll never know.  That part of the story doesn’t make sense to me.  What we know from DEUTERONOMY 34 is that because of how Moses misused his staff to strike the rock for water near the end of his life, God didn’t let Moses go into the Promised Land.

So after gathering the nation of Israel together at the banks of the Jordan River, Moses gave them his farewell address.  And when Moses finished speaking, he sang a song and gave a blessing over the people he loved and had given up everything for – and then he turned the leadership of the Nation of Israel over to Joshua.

And then we read that Moses climbed up Mount Nebo … up to a peak called Pisgah that looked out over the Promised Land … and the Jewish oral tradition from in what’s commonly called the Talmudic Legend, says that on the 7th day of the month of Adar, smack-dab on his 120th birthday, that Moses died and that God Himself buried Moses in an unmarked grave in the valley of Moab, near Bethpeor.  And I have a feeling that Moses’ staff is right there at home with Moses in that unmarked grave, and not in the Topkapi Palace in Istanbul, Turkey.  Okay, back to EXODUS 17 …

God tells Moses to use what he’s been successful at using before.  And when God tells Moses to use his staff to strike the rock and bring forth the water, I imagine that this instruction brought a certain level of confidence to Moses, because of the way he’d witness God use this same staff to do so many great miracles before.  In fact, I imagine that from the first time God turned Moses’ staff into a serpent, as recorded in EXODUS 4:1-10, that Moses couldn't pick up his staff without remembering the power of God.  And this brings us to our THIRD FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 3

We can put our confidence in God, in others, or in ourselves.  Maturing followers of Jesus Christ put their confidence in God alone.

And now the miracle happened … v. 6 …

EXODUS 17:6 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.”  And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.

Moses had been through so much with this God he loved and was learning how to fully surrender his life to, no matter what.

· This is the God who saved Moses’ life when Pharaoh’s daughter found him in the reed basket at the edge of the Nile River …
· This is the God who was with Moses as he ran away from Egypt after killing an Egyptian while trying to rescue a fellow Israelite …
· This is the God who spoke to Moses out of the burning bush …
· This is the God who’d led Moses back to Egypt, and back to his brother Aaron and his sister Miriam
· This is the God who’d been with Moses through all the plagues and through the death judgment of the firstborn, and through the Passover, and through the crossing of the Reed Sea …

This is the God who was still with Moses right now and the God Who would never leave him or forsake him.  This is the God who would stand with Moses through this hard time of challenge and trial as the leader of the nation of Israel.  Imagine how much more confidently Moses could lead God’s people, knowing that the God who had gone before him all those years and in all those ways, was still right there with him?  

Here’s a picture of the rock at Horeb that the Jews believe is the actual rock Moses struck on that day … and that water miraculously flowed out of …
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In the natural, God’s plan didn’t make all that much sense.  But Moses made the choice to operate in obedience to God’s instruction, and in obedience to God’s direction, and to stay in step with the revealed will of God.  In fact, the wisdom of God’s plan was only seen in its ultimate success.  And so out of this place of confident trust, Moses struck the rock at Horeb with his staff, and true to God’s character, and true to God’s promise, and true to God’s power, out came the water … God’s provision for His people.  

Imagine how Moses’ leadership was being tested that day … in front of those elders … and in front of the nation of Israel.  If God hadn’t come through, Moses would have looked like an idiot.  But Moses’ trust in God was bigger than his trust in people, and God’s character and God’s power both came through for him.  And in honor of God’s provision, Moses named this place as a reminder to the Israelites that it’s an act of foolishness to not trust in God.  Which brings us to EXODUS 17:7 …

EXODUS 17:7 [ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION]

7 And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

Massah [mah-SAH / מסה] means “test” or “trial.”  And Meribah [m'REE-bah / מריבה] means “place of strife.”  Moses gave this place two names … Massah because the Jews tested the Lord there, and Meribah because the Jews strived here with Moses.

This miracle is referred to numerous times in The Old Testament book of DEUTER-ONOMY and in it’s remembrance what’s recorded is not only the miracle of the water itself, but the fact that God isn’t all that excited when we provoke Him and test Him [DEUTERONOMY 6:16; 9:22; 33:8].

Last Sunday we looked at many of the ways manna was a type, a foreshadowing, or a symbol of Jesus Christ.  But Jesus is not only the bread of life [JOHN 6:35, 51]; He’s also our living water.  In fact, when the Jews celebrate the Feast of the Tabernacles each year, there’s a part in the ceremony when they remember and celebrate this miracle of the water from the rock at Horeb.  And in fact, in a way that only God could supernaturally orchestrate, it was right after celebrating the Feast of the Tabernacles, also called the Feast of Booths, that Jesus Christ spoke these words about the living water in JOHN 7:37-38 …

JOHN 7:37-38 [COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE]

37-38 On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and shouted, “All who are thirsty should come to Me!  All who believe in Me should drink!  As the scriptures said concerning Me, ‘Rivers of living water will flow out from within Him.’”

In JOHN 7:39 Jesus went on to say that these rivers of living water that would flow out of Him, were in fact, the third member of the Triunity of God, the precious Holy Spirit.  And gang, it’s no less miraculous for God to bring the love, the power, and the character of the Holy Spirit out of your heart and my heart, which before coming to Jesus were hard as rocks, than it was for God to bring actual water out of that rock at Horeb 3,200 years ago!  Because, man our hearts can be hard, can’t they?!

The thing is, you and me, as seekers and followers of Jesus Christ we actually DO have a place to take our problems to.  And yet we often resort to complaining, griping, grumbling, and murmuring instead of really trusting God.  But God wants to teach us a whole new way to deal with our problems, with our trials, and with the circum-stances of our lives that try to turn our lives upside down.  We can ask God for help.  

ILLUSTRATION … The story is told of a farmer who owned an old mule, that one day fell into the farmer’s well.  The farmer heard the mule braying down in the well – and after assessing the situation, he sympathized with the mule, but decided that neither the mule nor the well was worth the trouble or the expense of saving. 

The farmer called his neighbors together and after telling them what had happened, he enlisted their help to haul dirt to bury the old mule in the well and put him out of his misery.  Initially, the old mule was hysterical!  I mean wouldn’t you be hysterical with dirt being flung on top of you after you’d fallen down a well?

But as the farmer and his neighbors continued shoveling dirt, and as the dirt kept landing on top of him … it suddenly dawned on the mule that every time a shovel load of dirt landed on his back, HE SHOULD SHAKE IT OFF AND STEP UP!  And so that’s what he did … shovel after shovel after shovel after shovel.

SHAKE IT OFF AND STEP UP … SHAKE IT OFF AND STEP UP … SHAKE IT OFF AND STEP UP!” the mule kept saying to encourage himself.  And no matter how painful the blows, and no matter how distressing the situation got, that old mule fought panic and kept on SHAKING IT OFF AND STEPPING UP!

Well, you guessed it, because it wasn’t long before that old mule, battered and exhausted, STEPPED TRIUMPHANTLY OVER THE WALL AND OUT OF THAT WELL!  And in the end, what seemed like it would bury him, actually blessed him … all because of the way he handled his adversity.

Do you ever feel like you’ve fallen down a well and life is shoveling dirt onto your back?  Do you ever feel like you’re getting buried?  Don’t bray and complain like a donkey.  Let me modify what the mule said, and I’ll tell you to LIFT YOUR PROBLEM UP TO GOD AND STEP UP.  The God who has stood with you through every chapter of your life, whose character and power have come to your aid more times than you can count is still there, right beside you.  Grab His hand, trust His will, and step up.

We all need people in our lives that will encourage us to keep trusting God.  And we all need to be encouraging other people to keep putting their trust in God.  Maybe you’re at Rephidim today.  Maybe God led you to a place you don’t want to be.  If that’s you, how are you handling your trial?  Braying and complaining like a donkey?  Do you see the opportunity God has given you to trust Him?  Do you see your need for encourage-ment, or how God is calling you to become an encouragement to others?

I want us to spend some time in prayer at the end of our worship service this morning.  Some of you may want to come up to the front and pray.  If you see someone you know and love and want to come up and pray with them, do so.  Jesus is meeting with us here today.  Let’s trust God’s character, God’s power, God’s will, and God’s provision for us.  And when we’ve done it once … LET’S DO IT AGAIN!  No matter what well we’ve fallen down.  No matter what rock we need to see split open.  Let’s come to God and ask Him to be our provision.

	PRAYER TIME

Next Sunday when we move on through EXODUS 17, we'll see the Israelites first conflict with people after getting to the other side of the Reed Sea – a group of folks called The Amalekites … and let me assure, you, that’s a fascinating study of how you and I wrestle with sin differently after coming into relationship with Jesus Christ than we do before we know Jesus.

Blessed be the Word of the LORD.

NEXT SUNDAY, Gregg Lamm will teach through EXODUS 17:8-16.  Come praying and expecting … and invite someone to join you at 2nd Street who doesn’t yet have a church home, or who isn’t yet in a relationship with Jesus Christ. 


image2.png
NoN oF Us s As Dums AS Au o Us.





image3.png




image1.png
You CAN DO ANYTHING YoU SET YOUR MIND T0 WHEN YOU HAVE VisioN,
DETERMINATION, AND AN ENDIESS SUPRLY OF EXPENDABLE LASOR.





ON MISSION AND IN STEP WITH

 

GOD

 

AND ONE ANOTHER:

 

EXODUS 1

7:1

-

7

 

SUNDAY, 16

 

SEPTEMBER

 

2012

 

2ND STREET COMMUNITY CHURCH

 

GREGG LAMM | LEAD PASTOR

-

TEACHER

 

www.2ndstreet.og

 

 

 

 

It’s so good to gather with you and worship wi

th you this morning.

  

Our 

time together

 

last Sunday at the GFU amphitheater was great 

–

 

thanks to all of you who helped with 

all the logistics needed to make that annual

 

outdoor

 

worship gathering happen.  

Shelly, and Joel and Ron and all the worship band p

articipants 

–

 

most appreciated.

 

 

This morning we’re 

lookin

g into 

EXODUS 17

:1

-

7

.  Have you ever argued with God?  If 

you have, more

 

than likely it was about God having one plan and you having another 

plan

 

… or about

 

God’s 

timing being different than yours

. 

 

The

se seem to be the two 

most common arguments we get into with God.

 

 

But God doesn’t call us to come into relationship with Him and then still be in control 

of our lives.  

Like Reed Allen and Tim and Mark Almquist taught two Sundays ago now, 

c

oming into 

relationship with God is about 

SURRENDERING

 

our wills to God’s will … 

and it’s 

about turning over control of our lives to the God of the universe, 

W

ho on one

 

hand 

is distant

, powerful, an

d different from us, and Who 

o

n the o

ther hand 

is

 

close

, 

gentle, and 

intimately acquainted with 

us

, 

and with 

what we need,

 

and with

 

what we 

long for, and 

with 

how we need to be healed an

d transformed.  I bet you’ve 

experienced this dichotomy of Who G

od is in your own life with Him.

 

 

ILLUSTRATION

 

… 

M

y niece and 

nephew 

Alicia

 

and 

Garret

t are the two 

oldest of children of my 

next 

younger 

broth

er Scott and his wife 

Rochelle who 

live in B

oise, Idaho.  M

y dad and mom, Don and Nancy 

lived 

nearby, 

in 

Nampa, Idaho, 

and 

Alicia, Garrett, and eventually 

their younger sister Alexa 

spent 

a lot of time with them.

 

 

One time 

when

 

Alicia was about 5 and Garrett was about 3, they were 

over at my folks

’ house,

 

and Alicia had turned the living room into a 

little sanctuary, where 

they

 

were

 

holding 

a 

church

 

service

.  She and 

Gar

rett were the only p

eople in attendance

, but they’d set up little 

chairs with 

Teddy Bears and other stuffed toys.

 

 

Alicia was up front, calling out for song requests, looking around the 

room like some of the stuffed toys were 

actually 

going to answer.  But 

it would always jus

t be Garrett who 

made requests

, and then they’d 

turn to the page number in the

ir

 

hymnal

s 

and stumble through a verse 

or two, usually making up the tune as they went along.

 

 

When 

the worship singing part o

f their church service was finished, 

Alicia took out

 

her Bible, read a verse or two, 

said a few things, and 

then asked Garrett, “Have you ever asked Jesus Christ into your 

